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The story of thia peculiarly afflicted and 
most pioas man wiU be best told in his 
own words. If bis opportanities had 
been favourable to the design^ he would 
have made a mcnre perfect memorial of 
his thoughts. 

The following pages have been writ- 
ten by a Lady, from his conversations, 
with a studious endeavour to preserve 
the genuine language of the speaker. 
The object of the publication is to pro- 
cure for him a pittance of relief. 
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" Piy fi^thcr yf9i9,9i hwhmdry^mai^^fQor but 
honest, He yv(H:)f^i in <pm semice: doffbg. 
his . whol^ life. He^ hX^V^ . i^pt five cbiktaMi 
^d fourpf tj^n^ ^^liU^d^ ; urbich was.pi^elljft 
well for anoan of 1m» oceupation* He w«t.a 
man (altbougb I 89y it,) of upri^t piiBC^Ies,: 
quiet aod jvs>y;aiid. punctual to ihis m^astcr^- 
ipd to nU tii^« Hq wasiivf^rji par^e«ilar/ iiu' 
briogiflg up his c(aIdren)to..tfae- churph^'aadlta 
mpcning and eyeoing^nagser aftibome ; he keyit. 
u^ :clO90. to our baohs^ and catechism ; and 
neyef .missed any oppoftunity. of instruotitq; 
us* ' 

'' I yiras bom .in Ik^.jtwi' 17d4^ and I waa 
taken awitb the los? of mj fioibs when. I was 
about A year old; but Lrecofvefedreiy greatly 
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from that misfortune, although I continued 
weak. As I grew older, I was sent to a day 
school, as my other brothers were ; but, being 
a cripple aqd un&t for bard labour, I had more 
schooling than the rest of my father's children, 
and in the year 176S I went to a Mr. , a 
very good schoolmaster, the best in my me-* 
mory the town ever had ; he kept his scholars 
in such order, not only in the school, but out of 
f#, by b^ittg- considerably more* attentive to 
niorais- thaii^ masters are now*a-days; and he 
went whh them himself to ehurch on saints'- 
days, f ttd on all the red-letter days ; on all the 
days mentioned in the ahnanack, as well as on 
Sundays:; and at. that time. Lent was more* 
strictly observed. thaa it. has been., since; the* 
Bev> ' "ii^lMiviiig the service on Wednesdays- 
and Fridl^ the wiiole.time, and we mixed 
m^e with the better sotrt of people ; I used to 

go to this school with Miss and her 

s;j»ter; they w^ent to the ladies school in the 
morning, and to the writing and arithmetic in 
the A&emoon— rthat was their method : I went 
to Mr. •*-— ^ till the. year 1768, when be died. 
This year there was » contested ele.ction at 



', 80 thftt I remember the circamatance 



very well* Sir-"— -^ bad for many years the dia^ 
posing of the borough ; the Marqnis ■ iio^ 
disputed it with biro, and was returaied ; bat it 
v^as bnto((ht into the Parlikmeni Hoii^e, and 
they afterwards compromised the matfen I 
remeinber ' my ivasttt* was very ^, too 

ill to walk to'B ' , so' was taken 'down iht 
<so«ch to yot^ After hif death I went to an* 
other schooli^ to a: Mr. -^-^ $ he was a young 
man with a family^ and -«-^ was not ^pudified 
for* teacMogy like uiito the former; hvA 
he was fit to instruct bbys in writing and 
arithmetic. I paid nothing for my schooling 
here^ for I knew better tfmn my jnaster— that 
is, I was better informed in leahungi for to be 
sure bis bebg so many years my dder^aad his 
:experi«ice gave htm the advantage ia a great 
many things ; I aasiflled to teach his scholars, 
which kept me in practice. I staid with him 
die latter end of die year in 1766, when I fell 
down an the ice, and broke my ancle, knee, 
.and hip, put theni out of place, and dislocated 
the back-bone, which always made me so 
weak in the back. This rather put a stop to 
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lusediareftd over mjr gnkaoMM^ and Mtianiay^ 
ft other timet I Med ta tbUkad wktfy ihwf I 
bad leafolf TowiuKb the ilatttip'did ofitb^ 
sooimfir in lf69pliG0^d>^t^tk t^^^tAei- Mf 
inastev we» .^iteiriaiid 1 >i0eii( to ti4i^^flhi«^, 
M) (leiper to anodmv who -^ww- -couMi'W'bifc 
pVii:e#. He was^ ml a^-eepitAL h}M«rr$ hfe 
i^wlA wile*dreid^(i^atil4couM>YiOf ipOi^ 
•mi if itbe iew^ew «ffip%ed (Hiifa (to ivritb ii 
kilM^ier leaipduDg^^iei wa»v amfy» elMig^d 16 
hulre eiiktioiiarjrt)!!^ faiv ddttk, OWii-MSM hlkh^ 
iwUcjbfiimw asad <kto8} ]e£i«ilti€^^ No#f w^ 
inttob i»the: pntctMeiltff rtb«:grAiniii«#^fld<Che 
jdiotioMiy^AiMbiindb toiieat nywlfitiika^^litid 
Ihett gotupftainb rtoirafMetitheai': beaoretinicliB 
itt iwoiiid Bcofffta^me/il^f Ka^bigi^ib^; 1^ 
«waiichii(tt>Bi]^.leinriiig thoeci bootsent^ttfyig;;^; 
eiidlJiinfe'da;yi)iiiotMtft)MiK^:h4 e^d^tfti^ if I 
•fietet-Jttvettfittoileaw^off if|x)erMiidg!'«i^f iti 
•thbieiiMffir ctf h^dk8'imoiimh$i^1}meb!dMoi^ 
wNli sMitc^ia^g. I «dd,tir»yM%iiI'gii»iyw^ 
lea^ alid iMidiN^ itiy gii4il|' IM i^iisOiMEido 
wiAaolMfe a'di^rfionat^f itf niy^fitodyidJid'Mt 
en the^^ilu ^ Hto'viMferyl^^j^^y^^&kiid^ti^t 
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<mke «De> but neverthdew lie)WBa:Yeiy. angry, 
for hft kq^w i«ih«I.I ispofce^ ufMii; . JNaw ht 
ywa a very gaocUmtet rodi Jtotbmeticiaiir-^'very 
good, b^t^be j«r^ ntt :hMve«er> yritiird for a 
schoolmaster ; he used to make himself too fiuni- 
liar with his schcdiMr^fan^ M^W tb^jr would return 
upon :him>. which he did not like : thej had no 
respect for Iiim. ^ A schoolmaster shpiild be 
reserved, and create an awe in the children. I 
remember a circuttBtance, which 1 will relate, 
if ypu please, it will not take long in telling, it 
min «hfwv/wte^-80Kt .of. ^ijta^ Juft /was in Aat 
impt^ ;! Miss^^1 — T.wm tea oi Uttiaflhafaurs, 
an^ iPQ9 s dty,^iibtn ^ibad!b#tin;/np to. the 
nMterttwiji^«ei?e7beniiQat>jr> Laaw'terntem 
irary. itiuch. offNldadi idth caoMSihing tbat ;bad 
hapfiened; kut 1. did. aiat^.fkBOW) what: she 
drew herself tt|i^:aiid<i walkal Ao^ejdaak ; -dke 
Mt f«rifloaie:lime4oclBngwlithe CDpif,>aad pre- 
aantiy I €4b($enMdbar«oualnaiioe €liaiig0;>'ahe 
looked, lip,: and iihMriibmiwplaaa^eleY, 'aad/sbt 
aaemad^ I thought,: to tte pleased vMk^kemM. 
jthe4hen:beganitoi wrlteJiieiyfast'; *8he-didiiot 
tfanasnfwhhospr shaiwrote,iber oligeet seemed 
40 be^tdi&iisb bev-oopy as^ bm^^^At eoiM: 
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when shebad'doDe it| ahe came down the 
foTm,^ud tunuDg the bMk to me^ she saidi 
* De you think that Mr.— —^ ought to have 
set me such a copy as that V I f«ad^», . 

' Very Utde» very loud, ' 
Very 4Uy, very pn>ad;' 

' Now read my answer, R— -—/ said slie, 
which I did : it was, 

* J^irge is the ^ell» ««|J1 if. the oyster, . 
Bad is the scholari worse is the master** 

She then went up to Mr. — ^— ; he was a very 
Gorpvlent man, and though he bad not much 
wit,«he saw her meaning. He was very angry 
indeed, but had np. jbetteriwayto gain Penptct 
1han:.to ttmatencto tell her parents. ' 1 think 
this small circumstance jhows how little he 
was lookedvupou by his schoiac^ 
. ^' Li respect to mj heaiibr^l was sometimes 
better and sometimes irorsetill 1770, when 
I WIS apfirtnticed ; my indentures, were for 
four, years, at Jthe end of which. I went to 
H^— — , a plfice about five miles from my na> 
tive town, fpr work ; here I got' acquainted 
:W]th a yoiiQg man of. the name of Jones, who 
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* \i'a8 brought up in Wales, to be a clergyman. 
Education was cheap at that time, but having 
no benefice, nor likely to have one, which was 
a common thing then, and being very poor, he 
tried what he could do for himself, and was 
then with the breeches maker for a livelihood. 
He was a great schobr, and read the best of 
any one I ever heard. He taught me to read 
blank verse^ and half-blank, and then I tinder- 
stood Milton's '' Paradise Lost/' and delighted 
in it. 1 had read parts of him before, but not 
knowing the proper way of reading blank verse, 
did not comprehend the meaning so well as 
now* It is forty years since I read any thing 
of Milton ; so that although I recollect his 
subject and manner of conducting it, I cannot, 
for want of hearing it read so many years, re. 
peat any particular passage. Milton writes, 
I remember, in a very sublime style, and seeiAs 
to have had high notions of the Deity, be was 
a man who had very high notions; but has 
^one rather too far in imaginary affairs, in 
many things he grounds his opinion on scrip- 
ture, and there he writes very well; but I 
ihink, although I'do not love to be harsh and 
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positive in what I am Qot qtute. assured of, 
but I do think he lias gone far beyond what 
was in his power, m this. polluted state, to cer- 
iify for truth. The same may be said in my 
opinion of Elopstock^s Messiah, part of which 
was read to me by a neignbour., But as I can- 
not tell how far it may. please God to reveal 
himself, I do not like to censure; only where 
the scripture says nothing,! am always doubt- 
tuL The Germati author composes in a lofty 
manner, and' has high conception? of the God- 
lieacl^ but he is not so isublime as Milton* 
These books I found were much too high for 
me, so I leTl them to study and contemplate 
the Bible, \vbich I knew would be of more 
service to roe. 

'" My father and I had a good many books ; 
"between us Ve had a smartish library, scrip- 
lurial and sublime book?. There was Taylor, 
Doctor Taylor, wjio treats of the manners and 
customs- of the christians, from the earliest 
period up to hi3 own time, m which he wrote ; 
and of the several duties of every class, both of 
%e regeiieratecl ana unregeneratea. t used to 
ihink bun a very good author on all those sub- 
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lects. and I was pretty well read in. him} but 
as 1 could never see ,to read after I was 
twenty-three years old^ ,1 lost many opportuoi- 

..•:■» I-f •:. -Oip vrf nOJ.'.'// f-t-iiiU^ oF^...; .* j 

ties of improving myself, as i might have done 
Id that way ; and I hav£ mad^ it iny qhiefe^t 
Study to meditate, oq the words of our Saviour 
and nis Aposties^and the prophecies concem- 
loff mm. When I api. alone, and not.duh 
tressed with pain. 1 am continually either 
meditating, or ejaculating, ov contempl^Unj^.; 
and this meclitationi and ejaculation, and con^ 

Without 



III • < • ' 



templation; arjs all my ,comfort: 
this I sHould pe imserable; without, thi^. 
which I may .call conversation with vrod. 
I should be very . miserable. My eye-s)ght 
Tailed' me iii,177/» ana I wasT .n^ver after- 
wards able to do. apy \vork, but I used to 

1 .' ■•'■ 'T 'V^'f -'/t'' iMfli ^ '. .I'i'M;' f/ I "^^ *•» 

Yiiake thatching-spurs, and sometimes a basket^ 
but I aepende.d very greatly upon my violin^ 
w(iich wa|9 the chie£est part of my keep. I 
had at thfit time a very good tutor, it Germao; 
he was very good to me, and because I w^ 
blind he had compassion on me, apd would 

employ me at the balls. H-: > the- tailor, 

the German, and I, used to play: I made fts 
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muck $$ thirteen riuUings a weel^ teke one 
week with another, in this way. If there 
were any dances at the farm hooses I used to 
go, and to villageB within my distance : I couU 
go on my crutches very fast, yet I could not 
go for. In 1782, I was recommended to 
Guy's Hospital, where I had my eyes couched, 
'which made me 'quite dark; the operation 
'was performed the fifth of April ; I shall never 
forget it, it was a very sharp operation as may 
be coticeived : the eye is a tender thing, and a 
hair getting into it causes great pain; what 
must have been the agony of an instrument 
going through the middle of die ball ! I shall 
never forget that day ; since that time, I have 
been in the habit of making baskets, bee- 
hives, and thatching-spurs ; at this work I got 
about thfee shillings and sixpence per week, 
I think upon an average that was the money, 
and to get this, I was obliged to work from 
five in the morning to eight at night; about 
this time my violin was of very little use to 
me, as that business, as I may call it, failed. 
The parish of S allowed me from the 

year 1787, when my father died, to the year 
1795, one shilling and sixpence per week ; in 
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1 795^ was die first great dearth^ flour was two 
shillings aad sixpence a gailon^ and I was ua- 
able to support mjself with the money^ as one 
shilling went for my lodgings, which, since my 
father's death, was at Mrs, S— *rr- ; then I 

» 

went to the vestry, and petitioned for more : I 
could not live, I must have starved. The 
gentlemen asked me what I required, I said, 
my lodging to be paid, and one shilling and six- 
pence to live upon in addition to what I might 
get : they told me they would consider of it, 
but one of the vestry came to me in a few days 
to tell me that it was agreed upon to let me 
have it : I then asked him to be kind enough 
to have my lodging paid without my first re- 
ceiving the money ; he promised to see it paid, 

and Mrs. S told me she understood him 

so-^and I thought no more about it: about six 
months after this, Mrs. S ■■ ■ ' went for the 
money due to her for my lodging ; she was sur- 
prised that he had never paid her any before, 
but thinking that it would be a good sum to 
help her in hey rent, she had never asked him 

for it. Now, when Mrs. S spoke to Mr. 

-, he a little, as I may say, equivocated i 
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fie 'did hdi deny ihki he iiad promiseii^ but l>e 
li'little e^uivbdited: he w6uld ^ot say fae Ibad 




^ii tliere';1Eatis[^ I di(f iiot knoVr whether Mn 
*-^ — \vas( there piresetrVor hot : 1 coul'id not see, 
nor was it hiaiteiia) that 1 slibuld; I went to 
mention the trutih \ the gentlemen granied mj 
petition, 'and the money was paid'; I did not 
say any thin^ bf Mr. — ^^— ^Vlbehavioiir to Mrs. 
d — — , for that would not have been right/ and 
Besides 1 was not lit th^ conversation between 
thbm tWo ; but his words were such tha^ 
Mrs. S—^ — ' understood diein all the saine as 
prondide^ df piyinent ; he gave her such an 
answer, tha^ she relied <>n his (ioing' it. Now 
I had 6ll^ and sixpence for myself, and one 
shfl%' for my lodM^V This relief t had 
from'the^ year T795 to T801, when flour rose 
ta threfe ' shillings and ^Ve pence per gal- 
lon. The goveiiibr of the poor-hbiiie, al- 
lowed me two shillitigs and six-pence per 
^eek for injseTitl so that I then 'received three 
sMlUhgs ahd sixpence' bf the parish, which^ t 
have had tiling present illness : I never went 
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to them when I oould possibly live without 
iheni^ as I kiiew thjejr were at a very h^avy 
expense. ... 

>ition, for I always tru^t^din tbeprovidenee 
of Almighty God^ whos(& 81^9^ ^^ ?VPR^^^ 
me under all my^afiSictipns ; J, ^ever was un- 
,h^ ppy b jr my own miscpnduct ;. never \vas 
jj|uilty pf any m^bfi^tyi or. pi^pess in living {I 
,had nothing of.tbajfc^ kind t^rcyprpachmyaelf 
with ; I alvvay^ Jtcijpt. to jt^iQ xlvjUfcb, ^anfl/Was 
'very const^flt :)¥hep not |>reyeplid,by wy pii^- 
fbrtupe in .ke^pfng ^ 

went to. apy.^isse^tiqg^i^lacies of yipib]^*^ 
apybap}i?t inee.tmg^-7ror ^etbj^ist;^^^ 
bUia^ed ^py . p^rfOfi w^o . foQQW^d b^ con- 
s^i^nce ^n^ reli^ionA jfor j^ kojew that S^Ppi}! 
says—" J^et eypi:y ,mfu .bf fu)ly .pjexfli^ded in 
his own opipd/' ip things, bdiffexent. but be^- 
cause I saw salyation was to.be found in ,the 
articles pf the church I was brpu^ht up in; 
and why should I go farther i 

" In ^11 my misfortunes, as I.ba^e qev^rbeeo 
distressed for want of food or raimePtf>so I 
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Itoay be said never to have wanted a friend ; 
M has always pleased God when I lost one 
friend, to send me another : but I have toot 
always been able to procure such nourishing 
things as aay weak state required, and now that 
I am not able to raise myself up in the bed, 
"the parish has given me six shillings per week 
to supply my wants, and pay Mrs. S— ;— for 
'waiting upoii and providing for me : lately one 
shilling has been taken off, and I know that 
they can keep itie cheaper in the poot-house, 
which makes me afraid that they will do so on 
ftat account; andwherfl think of going there, 
It loads me with so much trouble, that it w 
like to break my heart, but Almighty God has 
always been my support, and 1 triist will now ; 
but I do beseech of hiiri to spare me from 
gomg there ; and I pray for all the choicest 
Uessings upon all who have supplied my ne- 
cessities, or may supply them. Some' people 
receive b^efits, but have not the grace to ack- 
nowledge them \ but to me, the sweetest 
thing is to be grateful, both to Almighty God, 
and to my benefactors and benefactresses, who 
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tve but his'iiMtrafflents .- such a man as me to 
go into the poor-honfee ! I mast say my nature 
is troubled at the thoughts of it. 
. ''All the tiiaie my brother in London livedo 
he iHid the power,- and he also. had the will to 
assist me; but he died in '^ year 179^* My 
other brother is a bricklayer, and as for as 
kindness goes, he is the b^t in the world to 
me ; but that is all he haar to bestow. His 
3oD, who is. now atiVIbany in the. state of 
Mew York, was a vety steady good sort of a 
young man, and wouTd never have left his 
friendfr if be bad thought -there was any likdi- 
bood of a living in England- for his family; 
he has done veiy well indeed in America; and 
has been often ktiid tojne in sending presents 
at diifi^nt times^ which. I have received from 
bis -faUieh-in^law, Who is a good neighbour, 
and willing to^db all he can, and has been so 
ever since bis daughter married my nephew ; 
and when he has brought the presents, has 
seemed to h^ve great pleasuore in doin^so. 
Not long ago my nephew sent a present to 
bi^ fatber, desiring him to give me half of it; 
and he added in his letter : '' I shall always 
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happier to hoK ^ iJ^.lj^Sfll Jff MftBl^ft)** 

fPpnciiJ^J^fllif;l!lJ J ^,gi!K«p, lKii^;})«l heyq. of 

i»ni«e^^i*p> Jiff W »> flo^^bfsn. a9» h* 
3f<WW .^ejffif l»Te JHil^ft gKBC9.,t« &»!«..«%■ 

(Rtte«*iT« .W8y«wA t!*W.^!Pg»» ;wi|*,.the» m 

,«rtl»«f :*e .few* »dwc^ !g>v^,;|lMm JWrbfH* 
^m*.. "J^tf W.jtJHWWg Jl>«B 1^1 iff A^ JKW 

pow between six ^^ fpi^W JiPW.; I>»«|l •»» 



:M^t1r,Miik liie-^Mes^ td'tlie'jrdudgcfM, glveil, 
mMi 'a ^ftltstiecbimng -ansW^f; tBind a« for' Mrs. 

iS&ribi of tile ^)^i^te lr& ixi6Ve abj^tecl flish 
'th^y Hrfii^ly ^ti% ; kd dd'bcf&fg ^^Itled S^at 
a^jy^ai^ folifin^^he catis^'cff Oie difference 
1W gavethefdHoWiigiMfcefAnti 
■ « yhs% a^c^didgasi' btfcer' clisiei ' ate 
dlfffer^dt ih tliiir livings s6 are ffie clergy aHd; 
^th^ tii^ '«0>i>e rfai^^f ttdk^ sftrilit/ and, ks I 
tn^y sli;^; iiiei^Itileditt their^duty in respect of 
-<h^' k^^pifa^ not only salift'ir days, but af^o 
"(hdt^ 'Sj^lpdititljd'by^gdv^rtfibent'i aa <3uiip6i^^ 
-def Ttd^ -and' A& A^ibttil66h ; tins was^ a 
^i^lit- Ihfifg tti y ittngei)<:« £ti diity, and vei'y 
'l^bbd' ir<^ <bd j^(^^ tts iKer^ Wks ^bi-e frti- 
qubbt ^i$|loh«iti$^ 'fol' tbeni' Icy bear divine 
^cfr^ice p^JrlMirih^. At that time tSie people 
in geti^m ifii6 tii5l« 'liJif^rfaM to morality, 
mm df^y to^6 tk$^ ; all^tfae Ue^di of ttie town 
triil^''tben^&«ii^tini in' ^tiindidg pnty^ dzyh ; 
Wdvfliet^ #iii <Sfr: B-^-J^ ahd bis tram of 
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grammar boys ; Mr* S ' ■ ' and bk tram ; 
there was also Mrs* ■ . - ^ and her train 
of young ladies. Now I think thit if the cler- 
gyman; of this .'place was to give out jthat these 
days should be observed as then, the church 
would be vety thinly^ filled- I do not mean to 
say- that there are no good and stript clergy- 
men now; for many about here* are in their 
lives and principles, as far as I can hear, 
very good: the late rector of. — • was 

of unblemished character/ and of good reputa- 
tion ; but, generally speaking, there is a great 
alteration in their manners. The ' causes of 
these alterations I am not very well ac^piainted 
with ; but I think the bishops are not so mind- 
ful as they used to be; and the practice ot 
selling livings into the bands of the great gen- 
tlemen, who are more careful to oblige their 
. fiiendsj than they are to have persons of ability 
and fit for their office, is a great evil. Does 
it not appear Kkely to be so, madam i Then 
as to the higher ranks amopg the gentiy, they 
are pretty much out of my reach ; having never 
been in the occupation of servant or trades- 
man, I h|(ve no eicperience^to ground any Yea- 
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4Bi<mable and satisfactory opinion upon ; and I 
am altogether ignorant of the shades in their 
lives^ conduct, or behaviour; and I feel an 
insufficiencjr in giving a decided opinion of 
causes of a change, where I have such slender 
materials to go upon, merely, as I may say, 
rd)ble chat, which I have never placed any 
confidence in, and can draw no conclusion 
from. But I know the higher classes in so- 
ciety are loftier than their parents were before 

them. The present possessor of is 

very good in many respects ; but he is arbi- 
trary, and more so now than formerly : but I 
think I can account for this — he has been ill 
used by his people, they have robbed him, and 
abused his generosity. He used to give many 
privileges to the people, which was very kind 
in him, and beneficial to them ; and I remem- 
ber very well being told, that when he went 
to London on his parliament duties, he gave 
leave for the poor to pick up chips in the 
park, which were left from mending the pails ; 
but they robbed and destroyed so, that when 
he came home, he could not but see the ruin 
they had made, and being very angry/ he or^ 



future. . ". . . 
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,^ kjfowvwy ^^,^11, ^t„the, ajytt^^, 9f,t^. 
pf^s^t lo,M[e^, <)jfl^r? ^^ <^ftep A 4iscqHnig«- 
mept to feperp^iiljr^ ii^, t^ rich. ; f^pf^ i\^^p , 
cl^ases. tha^ are ju^^er,the,in.I lu^o^, ipjoo^ of^ 

ugon t}ip 4i^erenpe o.f Jivipg jft tl^p fgrjjii^^tQ 

">!W9ers.9f )he„l,9}!ve';,P"c^«fs. in.gW\^nrfv Jp 
n»^ ti5>ej,aJ>0Ht tlwi^QF; %ty ,X|ars pgo, not 
one in ^ve, of then} coutd.r.eacji Of sign his 
naiqe : the vices of th^ world w^^e not so well^ 
known in the country : )}ut as piBople .grqw. . 
more enlightened and knp.wjijig,in yipesj they., 
get more into the practice of tljew.. The 
farmers now set'the|;ps^}y^s jnpiie gj>9ve tj^.fir 
workmen .than they <Jid th^ri ; they used ^o 
h^ve a more, eq^al.n^anper to>yard»ith^nj, \^eje 
more faipiliar in tbeir bel^^yiqur : tbe,.laI^ourer 
alsQ. who was industriou3 and . tru9t-wortby» 
was more upholden by hi? master than ^ince,. 
l^prmerlyjas soon as the poor, boys cam? frofla 
what little schpoling thej cjjuld get, tbey w^re 
always p^t iifXQ . ^^ farmers!, house? ?s • sf r- 
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vanfe ;*^of laftef years thfe farmers Irate kepi n& 
f er vants' hi' tire 'hbade. Then dt ' wais the ' dUs-' 
torn ainobg the iknneta^ and lower gentry td^ 
sit doM^h at the' satire table witK- their people^ 
whicbSvaij a great tiling towards keeping the' 
servsints" iin due subjection; they were in the 
presence of tUeir master 'and raistk'ess/so that' 
they had' not the liberty of' conversing lightly 
or improperly, and 6t ' corr ttptiitg one another 
it! that way. W%en keeping them in the' house' 
was left off; as soon as their ' day*8-woi*k Was * 
done, these young lads were left to themselves/ 
they were* under no* control, and' tfcen their 
practices begati to get bod"; th^y'vn>u]d'hang^ 
together^ and begin to make depredations on' 
orchards, gardens, and hen-roosts;' and not' 
content with this, they must practise them- 
selves in depredating amotig the sheep and 
lambs. Now there was nothing of this kind 
in my time : to be sure, ever since the world 
was peopled, there have beeti thieves and evil- 
designing persons ; but my meaning is, that it 
was not general. I will give you an instance 
of this, if you please. — My father had an out- 
house, where he kept his wood for the whole 
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wioter, liifl toolSi and what not; it was in a 
T.erj.open ptace, exposed to aU lunda of peo- 
ple^ but in all my time I never knew a depre- 
dation made- in that sh?d; and there was- no 
other fastening than a little latch, and some- 
times it was left open* I think this may be 
called a proof; for if such a place was left 
unlocked up now, how long would it be safe I 
Then my father had a good garden^ well stored 
with fruit, quinces, apples^ pears, plumbs, 
goo8eberrie8,curriints,ra8pberries,strawherries; 
and also with vegetables of all kinds, potatoes, 
tumjpsi parsnips, onions, carrots, cabbages, 
cauliflowers; to keep whichy there was no- 
thing but a little wooden fence ; and I never 
beard of the garden beiog robbed in my life. 

** With regard to the women> ino^ne respect 
the change in them is caused by the difference 
of employment then and now. The mistress 
and her maid were formerly more equal, by 
reason of their work; after they had done 
their business according to the several employ- 
ments they were hired for, they sat down to- 
gether to the spinning work ; they were under 
the immediate eye and inspection of their mis-* 
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tres8^ which was very beneficial. There waf 
another thing : servants at that time lived in . 
their places till they knew their duty, n^hich 
is not the case now ; and they did not think of 
marrying till they were at least six*and-tM'enty> 
and frequently thirty years old. Another thing 
which I think material is, that the mistress 
knew the dispositions pf her servants by their 
living long in (heir places, and being trust-^ 
worthy : there was np occasion for locking up 
so much as there has been since ; I know it is 
necessary now, but it hur^ fhe character of a 
servant when it is sq. 

'^ X do not mean to s^y that women are not 
industrious now, I have, known many quite aa 
much so as ever they were, but it avails tbeni 
little to what it did then; they had to bake 
their own flour, and brew their own malt; they 
dressed in their own industry, their linen and 
woollen garments were strong, and after it was 

made, it lasted : now the calicos and the mus^i 

« . • ' ' 

lins want a great deal of washing, a great deal 
of repairing, and last but a little while when it 
is done : so that they work and slave in their 
families, and they are never (he nearer; for in 
a month or so^ they wapt a fresh '^t. 
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' • «* Nowi will give nWtil^ hit 6{ W k&butft'' 
of M'^Ati'in iny bpiAfob/arfe'the baiides if tti^'^ 
vkes'SiatWe }rdW^ in' practice j dti6 &mong ttie ' 
Id^ei- oridcff af esp^cialljr. A v^ry^fieat' cause ^ 
of the jgetieraf incr^asW of VicJe','addMecreSii6" 
oF morality/ has been oWila'g to the soldiers^' 
M^hicfa have been spread about iif the cduiitry. 
Woirietf were delude and made bad"; their'* 
fresh ' acquabtance ' vrith soldiers ' and officers ' 
brought on a le\tdne^8 Which was not known" 
in the couirtry belfbre, but was confihed" to 
great 'cities t * thes^ poor iost wr^*tclieaf*tre-'*' 
quently fell on the parish/widb' their cliil^fen/^ 
to the great 'expehse of the, paHsli^ and the 
rates' were raided; they wefe^ then as careless 
of their childr^'s bdu'caition i^s'they'hacTbeeii 
of their own chkracte^d, and th<&^ consequence' 
was natural. ' I think' also, to* ighorant people ' 
as they then M'ere,' that the dlffereorceft of reli- 
gion was a great 'caude of'the decay id 'mo^ 
raHty^ Those people who did' not likb' the' 
church of Etrgfand/w^nt to the meetitigS with- ' 
out that knowledge which might have made 
them judge of the difference between' theni/ 
and often became, as the Scripture says,' 
'^ lukewarm ; *' and halting between two forms 
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of religion, they found satisfaction in none. I 
like to give liberty of conscience ; but, accord- 
ing to my opinion, he who cannot find satis- 
faction in the articles of the church of Eng- 
land, is not likely (o find it elsewhere. — That 
is my opinion." 
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